
September 1st 2017, Baptist House Amsterdam 
Signing of the McClendonChair partnership agreement 
 
 
Short address on a happy day 
Friends, this is a moment of great joy and thankfulness. As a Chair holder, at 
this occasion of the signing of the partnership, I may share my vision and 
hopes, but let me say this first: the chair is definitely more than its holder. 
In fact, the Chair holds (and hosts) the holder. To say this in Pauline 
wording: ‘Remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root 
supports you.’1 The McClendonChair is predominantly about future 
generations and the quality of education we and they envisage. In order to 
further this cause we ‘partner together’, and ‘we stimulate a way of doing 
theology that is convictional, embodied, narrative and related to the 
practice of the church’, and ‘we trust that McClendon’s legacy will 
contribute to fruitful academic discourses as well as to the challenge that 
the church faces in the twenty-first century.’ This is a beautiful agreement. 
 
I would like to focus for a brief moment on the first commitment, because it 
is pivotal: ‘we stimulate a way of doing theology that is convictional’. 
McClendon has a convictive approach to theology. In his own wording: 
 

‘The best way to understand theology is to see it, not as the study 
about God […], but as the investigation of the convictions of a 
convictional community, discovering its convictions, interpreting 
them, criticizing them in the light of all that we can know, and 
creatively transforming them into better ones if possible.’2 
 

Theology is the science of conviction, and McClendon owes this insight, 
among others, to the Dutchman Willem F. Zuurdeeg, so he confirms in his 
Systematic Theology.3 Convictions are to be watched and studied closely 
and carefully, not so much as written statements, but especially as lived 
theology. In order to do that we have to observe, observe and observe, 
again and again. Interestingly, this is exactly what the apostle Paul says in 
the emotional appeal he makes in the second letter to the Corinthians. 
However, translations of the opening phrase differ in 2Cor 10:7. The Greek 
words Τὰ κατὰ πρόσωπον βλέπετε may be translated differently. 
The King James Version translates the phrase as a question, full of irony: ‘Do 
ye look on things after the outward appearance? [you should not do that] If 
                                                        
1 Rom. 11:18. 
2 James Wm. McClendon, Biography as Theology: How Life Stories Can Remake Today’s Theology (Nashville: 

Abingdon, 1974) 35. 
3 James Wm. McClendon, ST, Vol. I, p. 22. 



anyone is confident in himself that he is Christ’s, let him remind himself 
that as he is Christ’s, so are we!’ 
New American Standard Bible translates it as an accusation: ‘You are 
looking at things as they are outwardly!’ 
However, the Revised Standard Version translates it as an exhortation, even 
a command: ‘Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident in 
himself that he is Christ’s, let him remind himself that as he is Christ’s, so 
are we.’ 4 I think this is the best translation. Paul is saying: Now look at what 
is before your eyes! Look, look, now look! Look again, look better, look once 
again! This is exactly what lived convictions is all about, especially in 
situations of conflict as the apostle Paul went through. Apparently, ecclesial 
divisiveness, like in Corinth, may be dealt with, or even healed, by taking a 
closer look at things. 
So, we go for spiritual depth and accuracy, combined with academic 
excellence, not for easy conclusions. 
 
Therefore, a wholehearted ‘thank you’ to all McClendonChair partners, and 
colleagues, for your support. 
I thank Joeke van der Mei (Baptist Union) 
Ruard Ganzevoort (VU University Amsterdam) 
Hans Maat (Evangelisch Werkverband) 
Stuart Blythe (International Baptist Theological Study Centre) 
Dirk van Schepen (Ede University of Applied Sciences) 
Tony Peck (Baptist World Alliance) 
A special ‘thank you’ goes to Teun, and to you Albrecht, for your vision and 
all the effort you have put into this project. 
In particular a ‘warm thank you’ to Nancey Murphy, for her enthusiasm, 
help and financial support. 
And, of course, a very special ‘thank you’ to Jim McClendon, as Curtis 
Freeman wrote in his new book - he dedicated it to Jim McClendon – (in 
apposition) ‘of blessed memory, ever undomesticated in dissent.’ 
(onaangepaste andersdenkende)5 
 
 
Henk Bakker 
 
 

                                                        
4 So also T.E. van Spanje, 2 Korinthiers. Profiel van een evangeliedienaar (CNT derde serie; Kampen: Kok, 

2009) 251-252. 
5 In Curtis Freeman, Undomesticated Dissent; Democracy and the Public Virtue of Religious Nonconformity 

(Waco: Baylor University Press, 2017). 


